There are two different versions of the death of John Owens II. I tend to think the version in the 
Tenmile Creek history is wrong. The versions related in the Marion and Harrison West Virginia 
histories seem to be closer to the truth. A first hand account is related in Power's Revolutionary War 
Pension document which refers to John Owens and John Juggins being killed. This is in agreement 
with the Marion and Harrison Histories. The Tenmile Creek history has the other man as unknown. The 
Marion and Harrison accounts would also be in agreement with the fact John Owens was staking a 
claim to land in the Monongahela area of Virginia. According to John Owen's Will he left his land on 
Tenmile Creek to his son David and the land he was then laboring on to his son John Jr. I assume the 
land he was laboring on was where he was killed on Booth's Creek in Virginia. 
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Illustration 1 : Power's Revolutionary War file 



niece taken prisoner. 

In June 1780 John Owens, John Juggins and Owen Owens were 
attacked by some Indians as they were going to their cornfield)* on Booth's 
Creek and the two former were killed and scalped. Owen Owens being 
some distance behind them made his escape to the fort. John Owens, 
the younger, who had been to the pasture field for the plough horses, heard 
the guns, hut not suspecting any danger to he near, rode forward towards 
the corn field. As he was proceeding along the path by a fence side riding 
one and leading another horse he was fired at by several Indians, some of 
whom afterwards rushed forward and caught at the bridle reins, yet he 
escaped unhurt from them all. 

Illustration 2: It was actually 1 781 



by the Indiana in the Spring of 1781. 

In the Spring of 1781, John Owens, Jr., son of the Indian Trader, 
was living on his tract of land, about a mile West of the present Court 
House at Waynesburg. With his neighbors, William Brown, William 
English, another man not named, and some of their sons, John Owens, 
Jr., was out making maple sugar, as was the custom in those days, it 
being the only sweetening available to the pioneers. Having finished 
their work, they were on their way home when they were fired upon 
by some Indians. English H Brown, the unidentified man, and John 
Owens were killed in the first volley, but Vincent Brown and M&thew 
Brown escaped to reach home and spread the alarm. 

John Owens was possessed of several pieces of land when he was 
killed, and one of these pieces must have been in Kentucky, where his 
will was filed (in Bracken County), and to which place some of his 
children soon after removed. His will, which was administered by 
his wife and a neighbor, Sebastian ShToffe, Is on file in Washington, 
County, Pennsylvania, Will Book No. 1, pp. 51, and was probated 
April 6, 1781. In it he names his sons, David and John, but Orphans' 
Court records reveal that guardians were appointed for minor children 
whose names are listed as: David Owens, John Owens, Jr., Vincent 
Owens, George Owens, Mary Owens and James Owens. A daughter, 
Sarahj had married Richard Gragston, and shared in the estate. It 
was John Oweng' son, David Owens, who served in James Archer's 
Company of Washington County Militia. Shortly after 178$, the 
family went to Kentucky and settled in Bracken County. 



John Owens II escaped being killed once before. 



After the murder of John Thomas and his family in 
1781, the settlement on Booth's creek was forsaken, and 
its inhabitants went to Simpson's creek, for greater secu- 
rity. In the Spring John Owens procured the assistance 
of some jo ling men about. Simpson's creek, and proceeded 
to Booth's creek for the purpose of threshing some wheat 
at his farm there- — While on a stack throwing down 
sheaves, several guns were fired at him by a party of twelve 
Indians, eoncealed not far off. Owens leapt from the 
stack, and the men caught up their gang. They could 
not, however, discover any one of the savages in their 
covert and thought it best to retreat to Simpson's creek 
and strengthen their force before they ventured in pursuit 
of their enemy. They accordingly did so, and when they 
came again to Booth's creek, the Indians had decamped, 
taking with them the horses left at Owens*. The men 
however found their trail and followed it until night- — 
Early next morning, crossing the West Fork at Shinns- 
ton, they went on in pursuit and came within eight of 
the Indian camp, and seeing some of the savages lying 
near their fires, fired at them, hut, as was believed without 



Like his father John Owens II owned land in Augwick (a path along Augwick Creek was used by 
traders and Indians for many years). 
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Illustration 3: Susannah McMullen Will 
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